
 1Russell McMurry is Commissioner of the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) and Christopher Tomlinson is Executive Director 

of the Georgia Regional Transportation Authority (GRTA). Per the MARTA Act, both are non-voting members of the Board of Directors. 

 

 

 
  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

      

METROPOLITAN ATLANTA RAPID TRANSIT AUTHORITY 

  

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

   

THURSDAY, APRIL 14, 2022 

  

ATLANTA, GEORGIA 

  

MEETING MINUTES 

   
 

  CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

Chair Rita Scott called the meeting to order at 1:30 P.M. 

 

Board Members 
Present: 

Roberta Abdul-Salaam 
Jim Durrett 
William Floyd 
Roderick Frierson 
Freda Hardage 
Russell McMurry1 
Al Pond 
Kathryn Powers 
Rita Scott 
Christopher Tomlinson1 
Rod Mullice 

  

Board Members 
Absent: 

Robert Ashe III 
Stacy Blakley 
Reginald Snyder 
Thomas Worthy 

  

Staff Members Present: Collie Greenwood 

Melissa Mullinax 

Ralph McKinney 

Raj Srinath 

Rhonda Allen 

Manjeet Ranu  

Peter Andrews 

George Wright 
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Also in Attendance: Justice Leah Ward Sears 

Jonathan Hunt  

Colleen Kiernan 

Paula Nash  

Donna DeJesus 

Jacqueline Holland 

Tyrene Huff 

Kenya Hammond 

Phyllis Bryant 
 

 

  PUBLIC COMMENTS (SUBMITTALS VIA TELEPHONE, U.S. MAIL AND IN PERSON) 

Sherry B. Williams [via email and in person] 

Gifford Cofer [via email[ 

Ed Williams [via email] 

Moona Mohammed [in person] 

Allean Brown [in person] 

Brian Sumlin [in person] 

 

 

1. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

Approval of the March 3, 2022 Board of Directors Meeting Minutes On a motion by Board Member 
Mullice, seconded by Board Member Frierson, the motion passed by a vote of 9 to 0 with 2 members 
abstaining and 11 members present.  

   

2. EXTERNAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT 

Committee Chair Robert Ashe III reported that the Committee met on March 24, 2022 received the 
following briefings:  

   
                    a.   Media Impressions – November 2021 – February 2022 
                    b.   APTA Legislative Conference Highlights 
 

3. AUDIT COMMITTEE REPORT 

Committee Chair Hardage reported that the Committee met on March 24, 2022, and approved the 
following resolution: 

 

a. Resolution Authorizing the Award of a Contract for the Procurement of Annual Financial Audit 
Reports for the Fiscal Years 2023 through 2027 

 

On a motion by Board Member Hardage, seconded by Board Member Durrett, the resolution passed 
by a vote of 9 to 0 with 2 members abstaining and 11 members present. 

 

The Committee received the following briefings: 

         b.   Internal Audit Activity 

         c.   Cybersecurity Update 
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4. PLANNING & CAPITAL PROGRAMS COMMITTEE REPORT 

Committee Chair John Pond reported that the Committee met on March 31, 2022, and approved the 
following resolutions: 

 

a. Resolution Authorizing a Modification in Contractual Authorization for Planning Support 
and Technical Services, RFP P39820   

 

b. Resolution Authorizing the Award of Contracts for the Procurement of Infrastructure 
Architectural and Engineering Consulting Services, REI AE49819  

 

c. Resolution Authorizing a Modification in Contractual Authorization for CPMO 
Consultant Supplemental Services, Contract No. P43871 

 

d. Resolution Authorizing the Solicitation of Consulting Services of Job Order Contracting 
(JOC) RFP P50150  

 

Approval of resolutions a, b, c and d.  On a motion by Board Member Hardage, seconded by Board 
Member Durrett, the resolution passed by a vote of 9 to 0 with 2 members abstaining and 11 
members present.  

   

5. OPERATIONS & SAFETY COMMITTEE REPORT 

Committee Chair W. Thomas Worthy reported that the Committee met on March 31, 2022, and 
approved the following resolutions: 

 

a. Resolution Authorizing the Award of a Sole Source Contract for CQ12 Door Parts 
Systems, RFP P49800  
 

b. Resolution Authorizing Award of a Contract for the Procurement of Diesel Tow Tractors, 
IFB B47885  
 

c. Resolution Authorizing the Solicitation of Proposals for the Procurement of MARTA 
Buses, RFP P50104  
 

d. Resolution Authorizing a Modification in Contractual Authorization for Vehicle Towing 
Services, IFB B39301A  

 

e. Resolution Authorizing a Modification in Contractual Authorization for Safety, Health, 
and Industrial Hygiene Consulting Services, AE24109 

 

The Committee received the following briefing: 

 

f. Safety, Health, and Consulting Services New Follow-On Contract, AE50139  

 

On a motion by Board Member Hardage, seconded by Board Member Pond, the resolution passed by 
a vote of 9 to 0 with 2 members abstaining and 11 members present.  
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6. BUSINESS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT 

Committee Chair Roderick Frierson reported that the Committee met on March 31, 2022, and 
approved the following resolutions: 

 

a. Resolution Authorizing a Modification in Contractual Authorization for Contracts Utilizing State 
of Georgia Contracts and/or General Services Administration (GSA) Schedules for Network, 
Server, Storage Equipment and Professional Services 

 

b. Resolution Authorizing the Solicitation of Proposals for the Procurement of Financial Advisory 
Services, RFP P50119  

 

Approval of Resolutions a and b.  On a motion by Board Member Mullice, seconded by Board 
Member Durrett, the resolution passed by a vote of 9 to 0, with 2 members abstaining and 11 
members present.   

   

7. OTHER MATTERS 

Resolution Authorizing Award of a Contract for Professional Recruitment Services for the General 
Manager/CEO Search Request for Price Proposals Number P50156 

 

On a motion by Board Member Worthy, seconded by Board Member Durrett, the resolution passed 
by a vote of 8 to 0, with 3 members abstaining and 11 members present.  

  

8. COMMENTS FROM THE BOARD 

None  
 

9. ADJOURNMENT 

The Board meeting adjourned at 1:58 P.M. 

 

  Respectfully submitted, 

      
  Tyrene L. Huff 
  Assistant Secretary to the Board 
 

  YouTube link: https://youtu.be/rIw3btAOLwI 

 

 

https://youtu.be/rIw3btAOLwI


1 
April 14, 2022 Public Comments 

April 14, 2022 Board Meeting Public Comments 
Received via (404) 848-6000, marta.board@itsmarta.com, public@itsmarta.com 

 
Summary: Three customers provided public comments 
  3 – E-mails 
  0 – Voice Messages 
 
 
 

1.) Message Date: April 8, 2022                 8:02 a.m. (via MARTA.Board@itsmarta.com) 

      

Sherry B. Williams (On behalf of Deborah Scott)              campbelltonroadtransitequit@gmail.com 

 

Board Chair Rita Scott, 

 

Attached is a letter from Georgia Stand Up.  It is a compilation of requests made over the past few 

weeks, months, and years at numerous MARTA Board meetings and MARTA community meetings.  

Because these requests appear to have fallen on death ears, we have put them in writing so that you 

can "get it right" moving forward with the vitally important MORE MARTA funded Campbellton 

Corridor LRT/BRT Project.   

 

Please distribute this letter to the entire MARTA Board and discuss at your April 14, 2022 Board 

Work Session and Meeting. 

 

Thank you, 

 

 

 

Attached letter below: 

mailto:marta.board@itsmarta.com
mailto:public@itsmarta.com


2 
April 14, 2022 Public Comments 

 



3 
April 14, 2022 Public Comments 

 



4 
April 14, 2022 Public Comments 

 



5 
April 14, 2022 Public Comments 

 
 

 

2.) Message Date: April 12, 2022                                        6:45 p.m. (via MARTA.Board@itsmarta.com) 

 

Gifford Cofer                                                               Walter.heape@icloud.com 

 

I am reaching out to get a resolution for the quality of service I am receiving on the route 865. Lately, the 

bus 865 and the 850 interchange when they arrive at Holmes Station. Since they changes over, if one is 

not running that evening I would have to wait until the 850 leaves the station and return as the 865 then 

wait until its time to pull off again.   

 

For example, I arrive at the station at 5:35 pm and the bus leaves at supposedly 5:50 pm. If there's only 

one bus, I would have to wait until the 850 leaves and return to be the 865.  

 

 Instead of arriving home at 6:16 pm it will be 7:16 pm 2 hours later.  

 

There are busses sitting at the station out of service or multiple busses on that same route. 

 

The above photos shows two of the same busses 73 waiting at the station and another heading to the one 

end of there route. Why can't a bus change to cover the route? 

 
 
Attached Gifford Cofer Photos (Below)          

mailto:Walter.heape@icloud.com
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3.) Message Date: April 14, 2022   9:00 a.m. (via MARTA Public Voicemail) 

                                                                                 9:00 a.m. (via MARTA public@itsmarta.com) 

      

Ed Williams            Truthcrushtheearth@gmail.com (678) 304-7736 

 

Good Afternoon Directors: 

  

The meeting agenda’s contract items that are being voted on should have the costs listed.  It is very unusual 

not to disclose the costs of the contracts to the public and board members before they are voted on.  MARTA 

should provide better transparency. When you know better you should do better, instead, it seems that when 

the board knows better, it does worst. 

  

On another matter, A MARTA lawsuit has been appealed against MARTA in the Georgia Court of Appeals 

on March 28, 2022, in regards to the one percent sales tax that has been extended without a referendum to 

2057 by MARTA and the DeKalb Governing Authority to fund projects. 

  

MARTA had no legal authority to pass any resolutions approving the extension or amendments of the 

RTCAA without a referendum to extend the one percent sales tax beyond August 31, 2021. 

  

A citizen-taxpayer has standing to seek injunctive relief to enjoin MARTA officials from continuing to 

extend and enforce the 1971 sales tax and transit contract beyond 50 years without a referendum in DeKalb 

and Fulton Counties. 

  

MARTA has extended the 1971 sales tax and transit contract referred to as the RTCAA to 2057 without 

voter approval in DeKalb and Fulton. See MARTA Act section 24(g). 

  

mailto:public@itsmarta.com
mailto:Truthcrushtheearth@gmail.com
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MARTA claims that the General Assembly levied the MARTA sales tax in the MARTA Act section 25. 

The only thing that the General Assembly did in the MARTA Act was to authorize that a local jurisdiction 

could call for a referendum to levy a sales tax.  

 

MARTA Bus services were not extended to Clayton County until there had been a referendum.  Similarly, 

In Gwinnett County, both the MARTA board and Gwinnett County Commission passed resolutions to join 

MARTA and signed a contract.  However, a sales tax was not levied because it was contingent on voter 

approval.  The City of Atlanta had a new referendum in 2016 for an additional half-penny. 

  

In Gwinnett County, the voters did not approve the contract which had a sales tax embedded in it, as such 

the contract was not executed and the sales tax was never levied despite the fact that the General Assembly 

authorized through the MARTA Act section 25 that a one percent sales tax could be levied in the Fulton, 

DeKalb, Clayton, and Gwinnett. 

  

The Gwinnett contract failed despite the fact that MARTA board approval and the Gwinnett commission 

voted to approve the resolution. It should be noted that Gwinnett has had two referendums in 1990 and in 

2019 both failed to be approved by voters. 

  

If the General Assembly in the MARTA Act had levied the one percent sales tax then there would be no 

reason to obtain voter approval through a local referendum and Gwinnett County would be part of the 

MARTA system, but this is not the case. 

  

The power of taxation lies with the state and the General Assembly. There is no SPLOST, T-SPLOST, 

HOST, E-HOST, LOST, E-SPLOST, or any other local sales tax that can be levied or extended without a 

referendum. The General Assembly, nor MARTA Act nor the 1964 local constitutional amendment 

authorized MARTA to extend a sales tax beyond 50 years without a referendum to fund a project or projects. 

 

The directors and the law department are supposed to serve the public interests. 

 

Thank you 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


